FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UnspOILed Debuts with Epic and Tragic Timing Coincidence – Florida Writers Draw a Line in the Sand

May 26, 2010 – The North Florida Coast.

When Florida lobbyists and legislators pushed to eliminate the long-standing ban protecting the Gulf of Mexico against oil drilling last fall, a group of Florida writers wondered how they could make their voices heard. 

In a horrifying coincidence, "UnspOILed", an anthology of Florida writers writing on behalf of the Gulf, will be released on June 11 by the Tallahassee-based Red Hills Writers Project (www.unspoiledbook.com). 

Susan Cerulean, a Tallahassee writer and one of the anthology's editors, said: “When we began this project last fall, the thought of the Gulf Coast being ruined in our lifetime was only a distant nightmare. Now, just as our project comes to fruition, we are heartbroken, terrified and furious.” 

Cerulean continued: “But we are not powerless.  Prior to the catastrophe there was no unified voice to match the lobbying power of big oil.  We hope that our book will help generate support in favor of protecting our most precious coastline.”

“Unspoiled is a love story, a collection of 38 essays, poems and even a short story about Florida's Gulf of Mexico, and a plea for its protection,” said A. James Wohlpart, another of the book’s editors, and a professor of environmental literature at Florida Gulf Coast’s University.  Janisse Ray of Reidsville, Georgia is the book’s third editor.

Acclaimed writers Connie May Fowler, Diane Roberts and Bill Belleville are among the dozens of authors who donated their work for this collection.  

Throughout the month of June, “Unspoiled: Writers Speak for Florida’s Coast” will debut at a series of events from Apalachicola to Ft. Myers, as Floridians rally in heartbreak and outrage over the BP’s catastrophic spill in the western Gulf.

“If there was ever a time to stop drilling and move toward clean, renewable energy sources, this is the moment,” Cerulean said.

Contact: Susan Cerulean (850) 216-2016 or (850) 766-1376; or A. James Wohlpart (239) 590-7181

What they are saying...

“A lively assemblage of strong arguments for the environmental preservation of Florida’s wonderful wild coasts.” 
– Peter Matthiessen, National Book Award-winning American novelist

“A lyrical volume to remind Floridians that our coastline is not just our greatest natural asset. It's our greatest asset, period. Unspoiled also evokes another state treasure: our writers. Florida's literary luminescence shines from these pages.”

– Cynthia Barnett, Senior Writer at Florida Trend magazine, and author of Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S.

"The potential benefits to Florida of offshore drilling are modest; the risks incalculable. Thirty eight writers have drawn a line in the sand and joined a growing chorus of voices across the state in support of the best of what Florida represents, now and in the future.”

– John Moran, nature photographer and author of Journal of Light: The Visual Diary of a Florida Nature Photographer

