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We Floridians love our coasts. We love our fishing. We love to swim and 
surf and eat seafood and build sand castles. Florida’s beaches are pure 
white stretches of bliss that feed our souls, a natural gift as important as 
the Rocky Mountains or the Grand Canyon. How could it possibly be worth 
it to risk the health of Florida’s number-one economic engine – its coasts 
– for preposterous promises peddled by out-of-state oil lobbyists? Their 
campaign cash may win them friends in Tallahassee and Washington, but 
ordinary Floridians know better. In this volume, 38 writers, scientists and 
students share their visions of Florida’s Gulf of Mexico coast, and reject the 
greedy proposition that our state should put its best resource at risk.
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“A lyrical volume to remind 
Floridians that our coastline 

is not just our greatest 
natural asset. It’s our 
greatest asset, period. 
Unspoiled also evokes 

another state treasure: 
our writers. Florida’s 
literary luminescence 

shines from these pages.”
Cynthia Barnett 

Senior Writer at Florida Trend 
magazine, and author of 

Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing 
Water of the Eastern U.S.

“A lively assemblage 
of strong arguments 
for the environmental 

preservation of 
Florida’s wonderful 

wild coasts.” 
Peter Matthiessen 

National Book  
Award-winning  

American novelist
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